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FOREWORD 


Tuis little volume, now making ap- 
peal to the reader, must not be con- 
strued as standing for more than its 
title indicates. It is not its design to 
make biblical proof texts, however au- 
thoritative in themselves, the ground 
of its contention for the divinity of 
Jesus. The moral argument is sought 
to be applied to the statements of the 
New Testament as to all other of the 
developed processes of thought. The 
word “some” in the title must be 
justly applied. The discussion herein 
set forth is admissibly fragmentary, 
making no claim to exhaustiveness of 
treatment. It is, however, devoutly 
hoped that for many readers the mes- 
sage of the essay may be helpful to 
faith, and stimulating to the homage 
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and service which belong by right to 
Jesus as the Son of God and the 
Saviour of the world. 

GrorcE P. MAINs. 


PA IE 


1. New TESTAMENT NARRATIVES 


From earliest Christian ages the 
fact of the divinity of Jesus has by 
some been stubbornly denied. In 
modern days, from Straus and Renan 
to Paul Wilhelm Schmidt and W. 
Wrede, there has been a succession of 
critics who, by persistent, ingenious, 
and sometimes brilliant attempts, have 
sought not only to disprove Christ’s 
claims to divinity, but who, in some 
cases, have sought to destroy his 
identity as a historic character. It 
would seem not unfitting, then, that 
the theme of this paper should be 
classed among ‘‘Essays on Debated 
Subjects.” 

For purposes of designation, I shall 
not in this writing make a distinction 
between the terms ‘Jesus’ and 


“Christ.”’ These names are _ inter- 
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changeable in the New Testament. 
Jesus is the Christ of God. 

If I were forced to conclude, as 
would be possible, that in the gospel 
narratives, the sources of our historic 
knowledge of Jesus, there were dif- 
ferences of statement difficult of recon- 
ciliation, and gaps of information 
which our knowledge is unable to fill, 
these facts would not be greatly 
disturbing. Not one of the New Tes- 
tament writers, as I believe, wrote 
with the slightest conception that he 
was doing a work for all future genera- 
tions. These men wrote for an age 
that was familiar with much of which 
they wrote. Naturally, they omitted 
many things which they would have 
particularly included had they even 
dreamed that they were writing a 
Bible for the centuries. 

For my own part, not entirely un- 
familiar with the history of critical 
processes, I believe less and less that 
we are to find the true measurements, 
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or discover for ourselves the real 
values, of the Christ by any dragnet 
methods which literary criticism can 
apply to the New Testament narra- 
tives. Christ infinitely transcends the 
possibilities of such methods. Like 
the sun, he shines in an effulgence 
native to himself. There pours from 
him a light too glorious to be assayed 
by a critical analysis of any literary 
statements concerning him, even 
though these statements were made 
by his most intimate observers. With 
increased study I am unable to be- 
lieve that either the writers of the 
Gospels, or Saint Paul, with the best 
Inspirations which may have come to 
them, they still being human, were 
able to embody in literature anything 
like an adequate view of Jesus. To 
use an expression of Schweitzer, these 
writers were dealing with ‘“‘the vol- 
canic force of an incalculable per- 
sonality.’ Christ, in his divine 
measurements, illimitably transcends 
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the noblest conceptions of his literary 
biographers. 

Not that there is not a legitimate 
critical process to be applied to the lit- 
erature of the New Testament. This 
process may have functions of very 
high value. Literary criticism of these 
records has already given us a rich 
fruitage of results, and promises still 
to yleld greater values for the future. 

When the limitations and evident 
sincerity of the writers, the manifest 
purposes of the writings themselves, 
the distinct and unconcerted author- 
ship of the many parts—when all 
these elements are duly considered, 
there can be no wonder that apparent 
and irreconcilable differences seem here 
and there to be found. 

The real wonder is, not that there 
may be seeming discrepancies, not that 
there may be many omissions of bio- 
graphical fact concerning Christ, but 
that, In view of the fragmentary and 
disconnected statements of the Gospels 
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and in view of the fewness of these 
statements, there should be in them 
the photograph of such a character as 
Jesus, and that these narratives them- 
selves should be the fountain and au- 
thoritative sources of so wonderful a 
literature as the character which they 
picture has inspired. To me the 
indications that these literary frag- 
ments have been divinely preserved 
and divinely used through the ages in 
the interests of the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ is a matter of far greater won- 
der than that in the writings them- 
selves there should be discovered 
difficulties which baffle the brains of 
the critics. 

If there are mistakes in the New 
Testament narratives, this would only, 
at the worst, show that these narra- 
tives were originally furnished from 
fallible human pens. But that these 
narratives so perfectly indicate a char- 
acter like that of the Christ, a charac- 
ter which more and more attracts to 
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itself the admiring and _ worshipful 
vision of mankind—this seems to me 
a wondrous proof that the rude and 
untutored artists of the New Testa- 
ment when they made their sketches 
were really dealing with a Being no 
less than divine. The Christ of the 
New Testament when studied with de- 
vout scrutiny will be seen to combine 
in himself in symmetry and perfection 
of expression all the qualities which 
the human soul can need in God him- 
self, and it is unthinkable that the 
original writers should create such a 
character save as they dealt with 
divine reality. 


2. CHRIST’S IMPRESSIONS ON HEARLY 
DISCIPLES 


While for the purposes of this dis- 
cussion the New Testament may not 
be appealed to for direct proof of 
Christ’s divinity, yet it is pertinent to 
consult the authors of the Gospels and 
of the Epistles to receive the impres- 
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sions of those who were personally 
companioned with him, or who, at 
least, lived very near to his time. Of 
these writings we need not here, for 
present purposes, assume that they 
do more than to reflect the sincere 
convictions of their authors concerning 
the real character of Christ. They 
certainly originated at a time so near 
to his days in the flesh, and amid 
scenes so familiar to his history, as 
to give indubitable testimony of im- 
pressions which he made upon his 
immediate followers. 

Traversing the entire New Testa- 
ment, we discover only that Christ in 
the thought of all the writers holds a 
place of loftiest exaltation as a Divine 
Being. He is the Saviour and the 
Judge of men, a Being to be wor- 
shiped, the Son of God, the Lord of 
Glory—One in whose face men are to 
behold the glory of God. 

An exhaustive study of the synoptic 
Gospels can but impress us with the 


16 GODHOOD OF JESUS CHRIST 


loftiness of Christ’s humanity. In- 
deed, in these narratives he appears 
as transcendently human. The con- 
templation of his transcendent hu- 
manity was the one fact which, more 
than any other, forced upon his fol- 
lowers the conviction of his divinity. 
A man so lofty, so wise, so holy, so 
flawless in the entire circle of his 
human expression, as to classify him 
at once as perfect in his humanity, yet 
in moral perfections standing at an 
immeasurable height above all other 
men—this man in the final analysis 
could be explained, even by his most 
intimate observers, only in terms of. 
divinity. He so perfectly exemplified 
the ideal of Godhood to his wondering 
disciples as more and more to capture 
their reverence and their worship, and 
to make it impossible for them finally 
either to deny or to question his 
loftiest claims. 

And so it is impossible with open 
mind to study, not only the synoptic 
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Gospels, but the entire New Testa- 
ment writings, and escape the con- 
clusion that in the minds of all the 
writers Jesus Christ held a place of 
unquestioned preéminence as a Divine 
Being. 

Saint Peter in his Pentecostal 
speech declares that God hath made 
of him (Jesus), whom those whom he 
addressed had wickedly crucified, both 
“Lord and Christ.”’ Indeed, not only 
the speeches and writings ascribed to 
Saint Peter invest Jesus with the 
highest titles, powers, and offices of 
divinity, but, in Peter’s thought,Christ 
is the preéxistent Lord, the Messiah of 
Israel, the author of human salvation. 

For the picture of a being immeas- 
urably above the human and no less 
than divine in his offices, no testi- 
mony would seem more impressive 
than that of Saint Paul in Colossians 
(1. 13-20): ‘‘Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of 
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his dear Son: in whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins: who is the image 
of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
every creature: for by him were all 
things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and in- 
visible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or pow- 
ers: all things were created by him, 
and for him: and he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist: 
and he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all 
things he might have the preéminence. 
For it pleased the Father that in 
him should all fullness dwell; and, 
having made peace through the blood 
of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things unto himself; by him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth, or 
things in heaven.”’ 

Saint Paul, in many passages, 
speaks of Christ in terms which clearly 
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imply his coequality with God. He, 
Christ, is the creator of all things. 
The creation itself is upheld by the 
word of his power. He is our “great 
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.”?’ He 
is “God blessed forever.’’ Coming to 
the writings of Saint John, nothing 
could be more clear than the em- 
phatic iteration which they make as 
to the very deity of Jesus Christ: “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the be- 
ginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was 
not anything made that was made.” 
Christ alone is the true representative 
of God to men. Without him men 
cannot know God. 

Now, I make these references, not 
as in themselves proof texts of Christ’s 
divinity, but as proper and convincing 
testimonials of the marvelous impres- 
sion which Christ made upon those 
who stood nearest to his own earthly 
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life, upon those who had at first hand 
most intimate opportunity for ob- 
serving his spirit and conduct. 

The writers of the New Testament 
unite to make Christ divine. The 
thought of his divinity is not an 
apotheosis in the later life of the 
Church. When all the writings of the 
New Testament were completed the 
Church was still in its infancy. Its 
age-long and world-wide drama, as we 
now know it, which has unfolded with 
wondrous impressiveness the plan and 
movements of God’s kingdom, was 
then in the initial scenes. The Christ, 
in the majesty of his divinity, is 
doubtless more adequately seen in the 
devout vision of the present than by 
these early Christian writers; but it 
becomes a matter of great value to 
know that the first disciples, in their 
pristine and fresh impressions of his 
character, looked upon Jesus Christ as 
God’s only begotten Son, the Lord of 
Life and Glory, the Founder and 
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Leader of a divine and everlasting 
kingdom in the earth. 

The New Testament contains what 
would seem to be a historic picture, 
which, whatever its truth, most viv- 
idly illustrates the unconquerable love 
and martyr-like faith which Christ 
was supposed to have inspired in the 
lives of his immediate followers. <A 
convincing test of divinity would be 
that one should not only foretell his 
own death and resurrection, but, being 
dead, should fulfill his own prediction 
of actually rising from the grave. The 
disciples believed that Jesus, their 
Master, had been crucified. Many of 
them had been witnesses of his en- 
tombment. They as positively be- 
lieved that he rose from the dead, that 
in his post-resurrection life repeatedly 
and in different places they saw him 
and conversed with him, and finally 
received from his lips the commission 
to preach his gospel in all the world. 
The sincerity of their belief in these 
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wonders is fully attested by their 
conduct. 

Christ had been crucified at the in- 
stigation of his enemies and under 
sanction of the Roman government. 
His slayers assumed that if they could 
end his life his influence would cease 
and his cause be dissipated. To 
preach openly Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead was a perilous mission. 
It was to renew against the disciples 
themselves all the animosities which 
had led to the crucifixion of their 
Master. It was for the interests of the 
ruling classes absolutely to disprove 
the teaching of Christ’s resurrection; 
and, indeed, unless, in their deepest 
convictions, they believed it to be a 
fact, the disciples themselves could 
have no sufficient motive for preach- 
ing the resurrection. 

But, beginning with Pentecost, and 
amid the very scenes which had wit- 
nessed the violence of the mob and 
the tragedy of the crucifixion, and 
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when the memory of it all was fresh 
in popular thought, the disciples them- 
selves began to preach openly and 
boldly the fact that Christ had 
triumphantly risen from the dead and 
had ascended into heaven. And this 
doctrine they made fundamental in all 
their open, fervid, and constant teach- 
ing before the populace. This mission 
for these disciples was no_ holiday 
recreation. It exposed them to official 
hatred, to the fury of mobs, to perse- 
-eution, to arraignment, to imprison- 
ment, to death itself. If, on the part 
of the disciples, this concerted preach- 
ing of Christ’s resurrection had been 
the outcome of some contagious frenzy, 
an impulse born of some wild fanati- 
cism, which, at longest, could be but 
short-lived, then but little account 
need be taken of the phenomenon. 
But, as a matter of narration, these 
disciples, with marvelous unanimity, 
persistently and courageously faced all 
the tragic consequences of their con- 
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victions. With an unfaltering loyalty 
and an undying enthusiasm they went 
on their way, preaching widely over 
the lands the gospel of their resur- 
rected Master, until at last, in attesta- 
tion of their sincerity, they ended 
their lives in heroic martyrdom. Men 
do not deliberately devote themselves 
to hardship, persecution, suffering, and 
finally to martyrdom except for causes 
which lay hold upon their deepest 
convictions and which they believe to 
be of divinest values. Than this 
story of the early Christian disciples 
there is nothing more wonderful. 
There is not and could not be pre- 
sented in any literature a more vivid 
picture of the power of a leader to 
inspire his followers with a sense of 
his own divinity. If this narrative is 
mere fiction, it is still marvelous in 
conception. If it is true, then it must 
be accepted as furnishing irresistible 
moral evidence to the divinity of 
Jesus Christ. 
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3. CHRIST’S SINLESSNESS 

The sinlessness of Jesus, as por- 
trayed in the New Testament, is, and 
will remain, a standing marvel in the 
world of literature. What human ar- 
tist was able to conceive this ideal? 
If the Jesus of the New Testament 
was not a real character, if through 
him a sinless soul did not shed its pure 
radiance upon the vision of his dis- 
ciples, then whence came to these 
early writers the model from which 
they created so wondrous a character? 
Different ages have produced writers 
of far greater originative genius than 
inhered in any one or all of the New 
Testament authors. Poets have writ- 
ten immortal dramas and have touched 
their lyres to undying song. His- 
torians have chronicled in brilliant 
letters the deeds and the characters of 
heroes. The novelist has peopled his 
pages with characters so vivid that 
they seem to walk before us like liv- 
ing men and women. ‘The sculptor 


26 GODHOOD OF JESUS CHRIST 


touches the block of marble, and it 
yields a paragon of human beauty. 
The painter takes up his brush, and 
faces of loved and lost ones look out 
upon us from his canvas. 

But aside from the simple narra- 
tives of the New Testament we may 
search all art and literature for a char- 
acter clothed in human flesh and blood 
which shall stand before us morally 
flawless—sinless. But such is the 
character that is pictured to us in the 
story of the Gospels. This portrait 
comes to us from sources so ordinary, 
from an environment so forbidding, as 
to make its production seem impos- 
sible unless the humble writers of the 
New Testament were dealing at first- 
hand with, and were themselves en- 
amored by, a transcendent Original 
whom they attempted to portray. 
And this is our belief. The disciples 
did not create Christ. A character 
transcending any other that ever lived 
companioned himself with these men 
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of Nazareth and of Galilee. His 
unique perfections so filled their vi- 
sion, his Godlike purity so challenged 
and quickened their thought, that sim- 
ply relating his word, his deeds, his 
spirit, they spoke and wrote like men 
inspired. The picture of the Christ is 
one traced and passed to us by humble 
men. But they did not create this 
picture. Its production was beyond 
any mere human skill, much more 
beyond that of the Galilean fishermen. 
They gave us the picture because, and 
only because, the Word made flesh 
dwelt among them, and they beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

Certainly, from no known natural or 
social causes could the character of 
Jesus have been produced. Environ- 
ment is admitted by all to exercise a 
powerful modifying influence upon de- 
veloping life of either plant or animal. 
There are those who have large insti- 
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tutional experience in the training of 
childhood who believe that the in- 
fluence of environment is even greater 
than that of heredity. From the 
standpoint of environment, what could 
be expected of a Jewish youth reared 
in Nazareth? What we may gather 
from all historic sidelights would indi- 
cate that Nazareth as a community 
was justly despised, that its people 
were largely of a socially low and 
profligate order. Its evil repute was 
proverbial. When. Nathanael heard 
that Jesus was of Nazareth, he asked 
in surprise, “Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?” But the child who 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom, and upon whom was the 
grace of God, spent his youth and 
early manhood among the rude and 
unlettered Nazarenes. He seems to 
have passed an unsullied childhood. 
As a lad of twelve he astonished the 
learned doctors of the temple by his 
wonderful understanding, and with his 
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growth he increased “‘in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and 
man.” 

It must be admitted that any as- 
sumed records we have of the early 
years of Jesus are very meager in de- 
tails. He passed the first thirty years 
of his life in an obscurity broken only — 
by two or three outflashes of his won- 
derful character. But throughout his 
brief ministry he stood constantly in 
the white light of publicity. His 
chosen friends were his daily compan- 
ions, and there was focused upon him 
the critical gaze of men not only 
alien to his nature but of those who 
were the open foes of his mission. 
He was indeed lied about, traduced, 
and slandered by bad men who sought 
his ruin. But all traducements fell 
pointless and harmless from his char- 
acter. He was tempted and tried as 
‘by a very conspiracy of evil forces, but 
he never yielded to an evil temptation. 
His moral fortitude never broke down 
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under trial. In the midst of a sinful 
environment he maintained a sinless 
character. ‘There is seen no stain, no 
shadow of evil thought, upon his pure 
life. His touch upon the life of all 
others was harmless. His eye was 
never the source of an evil look, no 
evil word ever fell from his lips. Those 
who were his closest companions spoke 
of him as “just,” “holy,” and “with- - 
out sin.”” He enjoined repentance and 
the necessity of forgiveness upon all, 
but he himself never repented, never 
prayed for forgiveness, for he was 
consciously without sin. At the end 
of his tempted, buffeted, and sacri- 
ficial life he could challenge all men to 
convict him of a single sin. Judas 
sold him to those conspiring for his 
life, but in remorse he slew himself 
because he had betrayed “innocent 
blood.” Pilate obsequiously delivered 
him into the hands of his murderers, 
but, washing his own hands, he said, 
“T find no fault in him.” 
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In an after review of his life and 
mission, Saint John declares of Jesus, 
“Ye know that he was manifested to 
take away our sins; and in him is no 
sin.” Saint Paul, evidently steeped in 
the conviction of the essential de- 
pravity of human nature, speaks of 
Christ as one ‘‘who knew no sin.” 
Saint Peter, who had lived on excep- 
tionally intimate personal terms with 
Christ, speaks of him as one ‘‘who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth.” _He describes him also as 
the “‘Holy and righteous One.’”’ Sim- 
ilar statements could be multiplied. 
But in dealing with this early testi- 
meny as to the sinlessness of Christ 
we must duly consider some of the - 
certain conditions—the background 
conditions—from which this _ testi- 
mony was projected and declared. 
Christ lived among a bigoted and 
prejudiced people. He was con- 
stantly surrounded by observers 
whose tastes and habits were alien to 
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his own character and mission. His 
human origin was lowly. He be- 
longed to the peasant class, from 
whom little was expected, and for 
one of whose representatives the dis- 
position would be slow to give credit 
for either exceptional achievement or 
character. Indeed, the disposition to 
discredit the work of Christ because of 
his humble origin and lack of early 
advantages is a matter of record. His 
very disciples themselves would be 
predisposed not to. accept his leader- 
ship except on grounds that over- 
whelmed them with a sense of his 
superiority. Human nature as it runs 
—and the human nature of Christ’s 
time was no exception—is not over- 
ready to pass the best judgments upon 
the motives and conduct of men who 
appeal as teachers and leaders of 
thought. The persistent and repel- 
lent fact is in evidence that Christ was 
constantly misjudged and maligned by 
those who sought to neutralize or to 
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destroy his influence. The wonder is 
that some vicious judgment adverse to 
his reputation for goodness did not so 
secure a place in the common thought 
as to result in the destruction of his 
good name. 

There is another phase, the im- 
portance of which in this relation can- 
not, as I think, be overestimated. 
The output of Christ’s impression for 
sinlessness upon the men around him 
must have been both marvelous and 
irresistible. He evidently had to make 
such impression, if at all, in an atmos- 
phere that was charged with a spirit of 
doubt, of suspicion, of hostility. If he 
had made a single moral lapse, the 
slightest departure from rectitude, if, 
under the sting of temptation or in the 
heat of passion, he had broken from the 
perfect poise of righteous purpose, then 
a lone and most exceptional act would 
have destroyed his record. But it is 
when his earthly life is closed, when 
the completed record is under calmest 
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review, that his most intimate com- 
panions and observers unite to record 
their impression of his sinless life. 

And this history, let it be empha- 
sized, is without companion, is with- 
out parallel, in the intellectual or 
moral annals of the world. It is a 
history which makes its own challenge. 
If it can be accounted for on any- 
thing less than a divine premise, such 
accounting has not as yet been suc- 
cessfully undertaken. 

But thus far, wonderful as is the 
conception, we have been tracing only 
the negative features of the goodness 
of Jesus. He was the embodiment of 
every positive virtue. His forgiveness 
was divine, his generosity boundless, 
his patience unfailing, his merey un- 
limited, his courage absolute, his wis- 
dom unclouded, his kindness wide as 
humanity, his faith unwavering, his 
hope always confident, his love in- 
finite. His life was not only sinless, 
his purity and goodness without spot, 
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his intellect clear as the light, but he 
never once failed in duty. His moral 
nature, in all its ranges, gave perfect 
response to the divine will. His phi- 
lanthropy was like the heart of God. 

{ ask again, how does this portrayal 
of matchless character come to us? 
There is but one rational answer. 
Men not themselves artists put this 
character into the New Testament be- 
cause its great Original had lived in 
their presence, had filled their vision 
and inspired their thought. This pic- 
ture is drawn indeed by unskilled 
hands, but it could never have been 
drawn at all had not the vision of the 
writers been filled with the glory of 
God as seen in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 


4. Curist’s ONENESS WITH GoD 


But another not less wonderful fea- 
ture in the gospel portrait of Jesus 
is in his perfect oneness with God. 
He is one with God not only in the 
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sense of purity, of perfect freedom 
from guilt, but in the exercise of 
powers which can be ascribed only to 
Divinity. He heals diseases, unstops 
deaf ears, opens blind eyes, makes 
whole the cripple, raises the dead, and 
even forgives sin. When Jesus said 
unto the man sick of the palsy, ‘‘Son, 
thy sins be forgiven thee,” for this 
word the scribes charged him with 
blasphemy, as in their thought he 
was assuming an office of forgiveness 
which could belong only to God. 
When on the Sabbath day he healed 
an impotent man, the Jews accused 
him of breaking the Sabbath, which 
in their view was a capital crime. 
But Jesus simply said, “My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work.” Then 
the Jews sought the more to kill him, 
because he had said that God was 
his Father, thus making himself equal 
with God. These Jews had made no 
mistake with reference to Christ’s 
meaning, for in his reply to them he 
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said, ‘“That all men should honor the 
Son, even as they honor the Father. 
He’ that honoreth not the Son honor- 
eth not the Father which hath sent 
him.’ Christ asserts for himself the 
divine function of giving eternal life 
to them who believe on his name. 
‘“‘My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me; and I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father’s hand. I and 
my Father are one.” 

Christ evidently impressed himself 
upon his immediate associates as one 
who stood in most unique relations to 
God. In a sense that could be true of 
no other human being, Christ claimed 
to be the Eternal Son of God. God 
was his Father in a sense in which he 
is the Father of no others. As though 
leaping native from the springs of his 
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own filial consciousness, he is habit- 
ually at home in the thought of his 
distinct and exclusive relations to God 
as his Father. It is true he taught his 
disciples in their prayers to address 
God as “Our Father.” But in the 
sense of the Lord’s Prayer men are 
the children or the sons of God 
through very different conditions from 
those which pertain to Christ. Christ 
from eternity is the only begotten Son, 
the sole One who from before the foun- 
dations of the world dwelt in the bosom 
of the Father. The gospel makes it 
possible for all men to become sons 
of God—a relation of inexpressible 
exaltation. But no man can come 
into this relation save through the 
Messianic mediation of Christ him- 
self. Christ alone has power to confer 
upon men this priceless relationship. 
Christ says: “‘All things have been de- 
livered unto me of my Father: and 
no one knoweth the Son, save the 
Father; neither doth any know the 
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Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal 
him.” He did not hesitate to set 
himself above men and angels in his 
relations to God. 

Jesus declares his own preéxistence. 
He says: “‘Before Abraham was I 
am.”’ Conscious that he was to pass 
out of this earthly life, he prays, 
“And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the 
world was.” In one of the most awe- 
inspiring pictures ever put before 
human thought, he declares himself 
the final Judge of man. In a great 
eschatological day the families of the 
earth are to be assembled in his pres- 
ence, and then all men shall be judged 
according to deeds done in the body; 
and they that have served Christ 
shall pass into eternal life, and they 
who have neglected him shall be con- 
signed to everlasting destruction from 
his presence. God so dwells in him and 
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he in God that men can really know 
God only as they know Christ. Philip, 
desiring a theophany in behalf of him- 
self and the disciples, besought Christ 
to show them the Father, and this 
would suffice them. He says, ‘Have I 
been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known me, Philip? he 
that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.”’ Christ the incarnate was 
the most perfect revelation of God 
the Father that human eyes can ever 
behold or the human heart ever know. 
Jesus was worshiped as God. When 
Stephen was dying, in the same breath 
he called upon God and prayed, “‘Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” In the 
vision of the Apocalypse ten thousand 
times ten thousand and thousands of 
thousands of angels are represented 
in heaven as crying with a loud voice, 
saying, “‘Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to recelve power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing.” 
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Now, the picture of a sinless Christ 
exalted to be cosharer with God’s 
eternity, glory, and authority, is in 
itself a marvelous conception, but it 
is one which clearly filled the vision 
and moved the life of the early Church. 
If the character which these writers so 
adulate was merely a man, then the 
whole story is a tissue of absurdities 
at once revolting and wicked. But 
the temper of the writers, the sobriety 
of their statements, their intellectual 
candor do not reénforce any theory 
of viciousness, deception, or fraud on 
their part. Their sympathies and 
purposes are enlisted always in pro- 
motion of the noblest moralities and 
of the loftiest spiritual ministries. 
Whatever else may be said about the 
New Testament writers, they cer- 
tainly believed themselves the dis- 
ciples and workers in a new spiritual 
kingdom the author of which was 
Jesus Christ. They believed that the 
winning forces of this kingdom cen- 
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tered in and emanated from his person 
and mission. 

It is remotely conceivable that these 
men were all deceived and misled, but 
that they were insincere is unthink- 
able. But if they were deceived and 
deluded, no theory which has yet been 
invented to account for such delusion 
has ever held together under the 
searchlight of reason. It would be 
well-nigh as difficult rationally to 
frame and to maintain an indictment 
of delusion as the basis on which the 
New Testament writers did their work 
as it would be to account on the same 
basis for their success in foisting upon 
the convictions of the ages the pro- 
ducts of their pens. But if these men 
were not intentional deceivers, if they 
were not themselves deluded, then, to 
say nothing at present about the 
tremendous after-influence of their 
work, how are we to account for the 
original conception and ideals of the 
character under the inspiration of 
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which they so enthusiastically both 
wrote and wrought’? To unbiased 
reason there can remain but one an- 
swer: The character concerning which 
they wrote was real. The unique 
Life which passed before their vision, 
whose quality filled them with an in- 
describable sense of wonder and adora- 
tion, was one which neither they were, 
nor all thinkers of subsequent times 
have been, able to reduce to ordinary 
human classification. His words, his 
acts, his quality were such as belonged 
to divinity. It was his divinity which 
illuminated the minds of these writers. 
They both believed and pronounced 
him divine. Their verdict has not 
been reversed by the thinking of the 
ages. 

Of course, as would be expected, 
these high claims of Christ in his re- 
lations to God are a_ continual 
stumbling-block to the hostile critic. 
His short-course method of dealing 
with the passages asserting these 
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claims is to treat them as spurious. 
But such treatment, while finally sat- 
isfying none, does not meet the real 
situation. How does this most unique 
and wonderful conception attributed 
to Christ of his relations to God find 
place at all in the New Testament 
records? How did it originate? That 
it was independently conceived by 
any or all of the writers is utterly im- 
probable; that it was a mere chance 
creation is equally incredible. Yet 
this conception, like the stamp of a 
coin, inheres in the entire structure of 
the New Testament. It is a concep- 
tion which has found hospitality in 
the best thought of all subsequent 
ages. For any other historical char- 
acter to have asserted such claims for 
himself would only have challenged 
the intellectual pity or resentment of 
mankind. Such a claim made by and 
for himself would have branded either 
a Cesar or a Napoleon as the victim of 
insufferable vanity and of absurd am- 
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bition. But, associated with the char- 
acter of Jesus Christ, mankind accepts 
these high claims of divine relation- 
ships with no sense of incongruity, but 
as in complete harmony with the most 
humble, the most holy, the most per- 
fect character who ever walked the 
earth in human form. 


5. Curist’s UNIQUE TEACHINGS 


A student of the New Testament 
cannot fail to be impressed with the 
unique character of the teachings as- 
cribed to Christ. His sublime dis- 
tinction is that he gathered and em- 
bodied in his own teaching the highest 
and the best ethical and spiritual truth 
that had as yet come into possession 
of the world’s thought. All ancient re- 
ligions would be searched in vain for 
a single vital moral truth which does 
not find sanction and enjoinment in 
his gospel. And he. speaks as one 
having final authority. Moses, the 
Law and the Prophets, and even John 
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the Baptist, were but forerunners, pre- 
parers of the way. They had no final 
message for the world. But Jesus is 
himself the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. In him dwelt all thefullness of 
the Godhead bodily. And no future 
can ever rob him of his preéminence as 
the final spiritual authority for man- 
kind. This preéminence is not con- 
ditioned by the limitations of the 
ordinary human teacher. He alone 
has power to bring the presence, the 
life, the power, the inspiration of God 
in direct contact with the deepest 
needs of the human soul. This is the 
power of a divine finality, a power 
which no human progress shall be 
able in any measure to displace or to 
supersede. Many of Christ’s doc- 
trines seem entirely original, and they 
rise to the highest point of interest. 
His acquaintance with God seemed as 
his native inheritance. He did not 
derive his knowledge of God from the 
schools nor from the teachings of the 
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Jewish Scriptures. He knew God as 
one who from of old had dwelt in 
the Divine Presence. He looked God 
familiarly in the face. He translated 
God to man in terms of Fatherhood. 
When he would teach his disciples to 
pray, he told them to say: “Our 
Father who art in heaven.” But if 
God is Father to the human race, 
man is God’s child. And so in Christ’s 
teachings we have, as fundamental to 
all his mission in the world, the com- 
plementary doctrines of the Father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of 
man. God is the God of providence. 
He careth for all his children. Not a 
sparrow falleth to the ground without 
his notice, and he numbers the very 
hairs of our heads. He will cause all 
things to work together for good to 
them that love him. God _ hears 
prayer. He forgives the praying peni- 
tent, and he is more willing to give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him 
than earthly parents are to give good 
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gifts unto their children. Christ’s 
teachings gave a new value to man, a 
new dignity. He magnified the human 
soul.. He taught its immortality, as a 
being of infinite worth. Hence where- 
ever Christianity has gone it has 
attached a sacred value to human 
life. The very body as a temple of the 
Divine Spirit is something to be sa- 
credly guarded. He laid infinite stress 
upon moral purity. Only the pure in 
heart shall see God. The life of love 
is the highest life man can live. Love . 
is the fulfilling of the law. We are to 
love God with all our strength, and 
our neighbors as ourselves. The spirit 
of forgiveness is enjoined as insep- 
arable from the life of the Christian. 
We are to love our enemies, bless them 
that curse us, do good to them that 
hate us, and pray for them which 
despitefully use us and persecute us. 
Only thus can we be the children of 
our Father which is in heaven. 

Now, these and other kindred. teach- 
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ings, as we find them in the New 
Testament, bear the stamp largely of 
originality. In their spirit and appli- 
cation they are something new in the 
world. They reverse in vital ways the 
universal conviction and usages of 
human society. For man’s vision they 
furnish a new perspective Godward. 
They give a new basis and new motives 
of worship. For the government of 
man’s relation to his fellows, they 
enjoin service, love, forgiveness in 
place of selfishness, hatred, and re- 
venge. It must be admitted that the 
combined impression of these doc- 
trines is something most unique, some- 
thing not readily to be expected as the 
creation of any human mind. More- 
over, if we may anticipate, these 
teachings dating from and accredited 
to Jesus Christ, have now been before 
the world for nearly a score of cen- 
turies. They have been continuously 
exposed to the keenest criticism of the 
ablest human minds, and the wonderful 
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thing is that the distilled judgment as 
yielded in the alembic of the world’s 
scrutiny is, that these teachings of 
Jesus: furnish the highest and final 
revelation to man of his rightful rela- 
tion to God, to his fellows, and to his 
own destiny. 

And who was this who has thus — 
given a supreme moral and spiritual 
code, an infallible chart of destiny, to 
mankind? If we reject his divinity, 
if we refuse to accept him as God’s 
chosen and anointed representative to 
our human world, then we must con- 
sider him as simply the son of Naz- 
arene peasants, a carpenter boy, him- 
self without training in the schools, 
yet speaking with a force and au- 
thority such as never belonged to any 
school, but an authority which the 
world and the ages have accepted as 
divine. 

Even the profoundest skeptical 
thought in its candid moods has been 
forced to pay tributes to the char- 
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acter of Christ which could be fittingly 
bestowed upon no other historic per- 
son. John Stuart Mill was a man 
of most acute philosophical mind, 
justly holding rank as one of the 
ablest English thinkers of his century. 
But he was born and reared in an 
atmosphere of crass skepticism. His 
father, with a zeal worthy of religion 
itself, trained his son from the cradle 
to convictions abhorrent to the Chris- 
tian faith. In matters religious John 
Stuart Mill never recovered himself 
from early and deep-seated habits of 
skeptical thinking. But there came 
a time in his life when he was greatly 
attracted to the character of Jesus 
Christ as portrayed in the New Tes- 
tament—and these are some of the 
words which he left in his writings: 
“Select all the sayings of Christ which 
have high value, and reject the rest, 
and you are left with a character in- 
explicable on natural and _ historical 
grounds. . . . About the life and 
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sayings of Jesus there is a stamp of 
personal originality combined with 
profundity of insight, which, if we 
abandon the idle expectation of find- 
ing scientific precision where some- 
thing very different was aimed at, 
must place the prophet of Nazareth, 
even in the estimation of those who 
have no belief in his inspiration, in 
the very first rank of the men of sub- 
lime genius of whom our species can 
boast. When this preéminent genius 
is combined with the qualities of 
probably the greatest moral reformer, 
and martyr to that mission, who ever 
existed upon earth, religion cannot be 
said to have made a bad choice in 
pitching upon this man as the ideal 
representative and guide of human- 
ity; nor even now would it be easy, 
even for an unbeliever, to find a better 
translation of the rule of virtue from 
the abstract into the concrete than to 
endeavor so to live that Christ would 
approve our life.”’ 


PART II 


1. Historic Resuuts 


‘Thus far, I have sought principally 
to gain some true reflection of Christ’s 
impression upon his own and nearby 
age, as also of the character and in- 
fluence of his teachings. ‘The results 
of this study seem to me to furnish 
forcible proofs of his more than human, 
of his divine, character. But if this 
were all, it might perhaps be passed by 
as inconclusive. If there had been no 
abiding after-results, no continuous 
and growing history following the 
gospel narratives, if the whole New 
Testament story had to be looked 
upon as a past and inconsequential 
episode in the world’s history, then 
we might be justified in dismissing the 
entire subject as one not entitled to 
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senting incidents of a phenomenal 
psychology the New Testament might 
continue to have some interest for the 
antiquary; but, for the most part, 
like the works of Plato and Seneca, it 
would gather dust on the shelves of 
the libraries. 

But the real case is far different. As 
phenomenal and suggestive as are the 
earliest Christian writings, they are, 
in comparison, at best but as the 
minute germs out of which has sprung 
a continued, growing, and most fruit- 
ful history, a history which more than 
any other topic has commanded and 
swayed the world’s best thought for 
nineteen centuries. The movements 
which they record may be likened to 
the figures of Christ’s parables, to the 
seed sown but resulting in a great 
harvest, to the minute mustard seed 
which springs up into a_ branching 
tree. 

Philosophy indulges in many refine- 
ments. The critic often resorts to 
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most ingenious processes in confirma- 
tion of his conclusions; but at the be- 
ginning of this part of the discussion 
I bring forward an old and familiar 
principle, namely, that for every ef- 
fect there must be an adequate cause. 
At this touchstone I am willing to 
test the historic argument for the 
divinity of Jesus Christ. Christian 
history, in its total measurement, rep- 
resents the sublimest ideals, inspira- 
tions, hopes, the noblest achievements, 
the highest human altruisms, the most 
perfect social and moral progress of 
mankind for two thousand years. The 
future belongs to Christianity. Its 
vision of complete dominion in the 
earth is more prophetic to-day than 
ever before. 

Christian history stands as a tran- 
scendent, colossal, and unparalleled 
effect in the world. Where shall we 
seek and to whom shall we look for 
the one adequate cause of this stu- 
pendous effect? There is but one such 
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cause, and that is—God in Jesus 
Christ. Any review we may make as 
to the founding of Christ’s kingdom 
can only result in reénforcing upon our 
thought the conviction of his divinity. 
The ideal of a kingdom of God on 
earth in the sense conceived by him 
seems to have been entirely original 
with Christ. The ideal of the king- 
dom itself was altogether different 
from any scheme which had ever been 
announced to human thought. It was 
to be a kingdom of moral forees. Love 
was to be its chief bond. Loyalty to 
God, and love to man evincing itself in 
a spirit of service—these were the 
chief credentials of citizenship. The 
motives of conduct and of faith were 
to be illuminated and reénforeed by 
the indwelling Divine Spirit in the 
lives of the members of this kingdom. 
The model of temper and of conduct 
for all was presented in the incarnate 
life of Jesus himself. He is the perfect 
Exemplar for his disciples. He re- 
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turned good for evil; in conduct he 
fulfilled his own ‘‘Golden Rule’’; he 
was forgiving to his enemies; he was 
pure at the fountain-sources of his 
thought; he did not seek his own 
pleasure, but denied himself to give 
blessings to the lives of others; it was 
his meat and his drink to do the will 
of God; he lived a life of constant 
prayer, and he performed his daily 
toil as one cheered and made victo- 
rious by conscious communion with 
his heavenly Father. The citizen of 
Christ’s kingdom is the heir of two 
worlds. He serves here faithfully as 
soldier and pilgrim, but his vision 
lays hold upon a heavenly inheritance. 
He is a son of God, the heir of im- 
mortality. At the end of his service 
here eternal life awaits him. Such 
are some of the traits and hopes of 
citizenship in Christ’s kingdom. 

How like an iridescent dream this 
must all have looked to the cynical 
philosopher! Yet in proposing such a 
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kingdom as this Christ did not consult 
the precedents of history. He did not 
seek for counsels outside of himself. 
Athens, Egypt, and Rome were famed 
as centers of philosophy and law. 
But he journeyed to none of them. 
As sources of information for himself 
they seemed never to have been in his 
thought. He shared the origin of his 
plans with neither Roman nor Jew. 
He commanded no wealth, he founded 
no school, he organized no armed 
force, he wrote no books. He did 
gather about him a few men of hum- 
ble origin, whom he took into his com- 
panionship and training. These men, 
while they were much attached to his 
person, and expected great things 
from him, yet during his lifetime never 
understood him. They were morally 
and intellectually incapable of enter- 
ing appreciatively into his conceptions 
and plans. It was really only after 
his death when, as by a miracle of 
illumination, they came somewhat un- 
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derstandingly to enter into their Mas- 
ter’s ideals. 

It must have been perfectly clear to 
Jesus himself that his ideal kingdom 
would not meet with popular favor. 
Its principles were too much in col- 
lision with the world-spirit. The 
settled faiths of paganism would never 
give it hospitality. Its claims for self- 
denial would be rejected by a pleasure- 
loving and godless society. A _ self- 
satisfied philosophy and the rulers of 
the people alike would deride it as a 
visionary dream. But, whatever were 
the apparent discouragements on his 
path, Christ never for one moment, 
from its first announcement to his own 
last words, lost confidence in the suc- — 
cess of his mission. He met, as it 
would seem, personally with the most 
insurmountable and appalling obsta- 
cles. His chosen disciples were vacil- 
lating and unreliable. But when the 
last disciple had deserted him, when 
he stood alone and apparently help- 
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less, in the presence of his murderers, 
when Pilate’s death sentence had fallen 
upon his ears, and when at last he 
was pierced through with dying agony, 
he was as supremely confident of the 
success of his kingdom as at any mo- 
ment in his life. He calmly predicted 
that this kingdom would succeed and 
widen with the process of the ages. 

And what happened? From the 
very grave of the crucified Christ his 
Church arose. His disciples, as if 
transformed by a new life, went forth 
boldly preaching the gospel of the 
resurrection and summoning men to 
the scepter of their Master. There 
arose great enthusiasm over the new 
religion founded by the Nazarene 
Carpenter. And this enthusiasm does 
not die. No obstacles daunt the 
courage of the Christian disciples. 
The woes of persecution seem only to 
confirm and quicken their zeal in the 
cause of their glorified Master. The 
story need not be further told. 
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We are living to-day in the twen- 
tieth century, the twentieth in a series 
of centuries named after Jesus Christ. 
These centuries in their flight have 
greatly changed the face of the world. 
Within the last two thousand years 
Rome, the iron empire, the capital of 
which was proudly called the ‘Eternal 
City,” shattered like a potter’s vessel, 
has utterly perished. When Chris- 
tianity took its origin the ancestors of 
the great nations of modern Europe 
were dwellers in the wilderness—bar- 
barians and unkempt savages. The 
gulf of the ‘‘Dark Ages’’ lies between 
the civilization of pagan Rome and 
that of Christiari England. And these 
two civilizations, thus sundered, are 
so diverse in their religious faiths, 
social customs, and literatures that it 
is well-nigh impossible for the one to 
understand the genius of the other. 
Europe, in these centuries, has been 
the theater of great revolutions. Time 
and again its territories have been so 
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swept by the fierce cyclones of destruc- 
tion that to-day within all its bounds 
there does not survive a single civiliza- 
tion of two thousand years ago. 

But amid all the destructive and 
constructive forces which have changed 
the whole face and character of Eu- 
rope, there has persisted one vital and 
growing force, and that is the force 
incarnated in the life of the Christian 
Church. If Divine Providence be a 
fact, then it would seem that this 
Providence has been careful, whatever 
else might survive or fail, to see that 
Christianity shall not perish from the 
earth. 

But to strengthen the situation we 
must remind ourselves that the path- 
way of Christianity across the cen- 
turies has not been a smooth one. 
From the very first the Church en- 
countered fiercest opposition. The 
early disciples were driven from Jeru- 
salem and hunted like sheep through- 
out Syria. A little later the Christian 
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Church drew to itself the hostility of 
Rome, and for two whole centuries, 
with brief intervals of rest, the machin- 
ery of the most powerful government 
in the world was systematically em- 
ployed to crush out its life. To be a 
Christian in those fierce years was to 
be a candidate for martyrdom by 
sword, or fire, or dungeon. Christians 
were hunted from civilization. They 
had to celebrate their worship under 
cover of darkness, and in dens and 
caves of the earth. But in their faith 
there was an unconquerable vitality. 
As a natural inference it would have 
been said that the life of Christianity 
in presence of the opposition of the 
Roman government was a thing abso- 
lutely hopeless. The Roman legions 
had carried the victories of the empire 
to the ends of the earth, and what was 
this feeble and unarmed organization 
of Christianity that it should hope to 
withstand the mandates which had 
gone out from throne and senate for 
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its destruction! But Roman skill and 
power were baffled and thwarted. The 
more Christianity was persecuted, the 
more was it evident that its destruc- 
tion was impossible. The drama was 
long and tragic, but it ended at last by 
the seating of a Christian emperor 
upon the throne of the Cesars. 
Candor forces us to admit that per- 
secution from without was never the 
greatest danger to the Christian 
Church. Christianity has been far 
more jeopardized by dissensions within 
her ranks than by all organized oppo- 
sition from without. Itis both pathetic 
and humiliating that the professed ad- 
herents of Jesus Christ should ever so 
far forget his spirit and example as to 
lend themselves to the promotion of 
discord and feud in the ranks of the 
Church itself. But, sadly, such has 
been much the fact. What should al- 
ways have appeared to the world as 
the spotless and seamless garment of 
Christ’s united Church has often been 
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torn and rent into fragments by the 
spirit of unholy faction. Hurtful apos- 
tasies, sinful lapses from faith and 
virtue, unsanctified human ambitions, 
the stubborn antagonisms of diverse 
dogmas, and many motives not savor- 
ing of the spirit of Christ have greatly 
disturbed the peace and retarded the 
progress of the Christian Church. 
Still, notwithstanding all opposition 
from without and all unholy dissen- 
sions from within, the Church has 
greatly progressed and strengthened it- 
self in the earth. It is unquestionably 
to-day the mightiest agency for right- 
eousness in the world. The spirit of 
Christianity has imparted its own 
flavor and sweetness to the social and 
moral atmospheres of whole civiliza- 
tions, and has inspired everywhere in 
its progress missions of mercy and of 
charity of a kind undreamed of in the 
ancient world. Whence came our 
orphan asylums, our homes for the 
aged, the poor and the unfortunate? 
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our schools for the mute and the blind, 
our retreats for the insane, our hospitals 
for the sick and the wounded? Every 
one of these took its origin in a move- 
ment the very soul of which sprang 
from the spirit and teachings of Jesus 
Christ. 

We frankly and sadly admit the many 
faults of the Church which has stood 
for and borne the name of Christ in 
the world. In its nominal ranks there 
have always been men, some of them 
powerful, who themselves have not 
been governed by the spirit of its 
Founder. Whole sections of the 
Church, through human abuses, have 
sometimes been corrupt. But when 
we have emphasized all its faults, it 
remains true that the Church has 
existed in all ages, in ages of darkness 
and of cruelty, of ignorance and of 
superstition, as the most enlightening, 
the most humanizing, the most inspir- 
ing and uplifting agency in human 
history. It has brought civilization to 
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the barbarian, education and enlight- 
enment to benighted peoples, humane 
ministeries to helpless age, to the sick, 
the suffering, the poor; it has created 
around womanhood an atmosphere of 
sanctity, instilled into civilization a 
sacred sense of human life, has been 
the evangel of righteousness to the 
world, and has transformed and in- 
spired the lives of multitudes, other- 
wise helpless and hopeless, by bringing 
to them a sense of divine pardon for 
sin and the hope of a heavenly immor- 
tality hereafter. The record of the 
Church furnishes beyond comparison 
the most valuable moral and spiritual 
history in all the world for the last 
nineteen hundred years. It has 
been the source, as not all other 
institutions together, of the best ideals 
of righteousness, of moral education, 
of spiritual inspiration and hopes for 
humanity. 

But a great and wonderful fact, a 
fact impossible of overemphasis, is 
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that the Christian Church was never 
so great and strong, its hope never so 
buoyant, its prophecy of universal 
spiritual conquest never so brilliant, as 
to-day. The Church cherishes at its 
heart no less a mission than the win- 
ning of this entire world to the scepter 
and dominion of Jesus Christ. Within 
the last century she has organized the 
missionary agencies which are plant- 
ing the schools and propaganda of 
Christianity in all the centers of pa- 
ganism. The success of missionary 
effort is such as to give promise of a 
day not far distant when whole na- 
tions now lying in heathenism shall be 
Christian, and of a day only a little 
further on when the kingdoms of the 
earth shall be colonized into the one 
kingdom of our Lord and his Christ. 
If one could have omniscient vision, 
and in a spirit of calm reflection could 
completely review the life of the 
human race, he would be compelled 
in any true measurement to regard the 
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Christian Church as by far the most 
phenomenal movement in the entire 
history of the world. But this greatest 
of world-movements was founded by 
Jesus Christ. 

Who was Jesus Christ? Let us now 
apply the test that every effect must 
have had an adequate cause. The 
whole system and history of Chris- 
tianity in the world is a stupendous 
effect. Was the Christ of the New 
Testament equal to the production of 
this effect? In the Gospels Jesus is 
presented to us under the aspects of a 
man. Was Jesus as a man great 
enough to found the system which 
bears his name? — 

Let it be noted that for a man to 
wield a commanding influence in the 
world it is not only necessary that he 
should be preéminent in ability, but 
that he should be able to summon to 
his aid forces the most influential, that 
he should have an ample arena for his 
work, and that he himself should have 
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plenty of time for the. execution of his 
plans, 

But on the theory that Jesus was 
only a man, these are the facts: His 
parents were Galilean peasants. Until 
thirty years of age he dwelt with an 
obscure and unlettered people, him- 
self without training in the schools, a 
rustic carpenter. There is no evidence 
that he ever attached to himself any 
powerful human allies. He was with- 
out wealth. The factors upon which 
men usually rely to lift them to seats 
of authority and power are utterly 
absent in his case. At thirty he en- 
tered upon a singular public life, 
which in three years, at most, pos- 
sibly less, was ended by his being 
crucified between two thieves. More- 
over, let it be remembered that he was 
born nearly two thousand years ago, 
and that he lived and died an Asiatic. 
But in some wonderful way he rules 
the world to-day. In the picture of 
Richter he stands before modern 
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thought as—‘“The purest of the 
mighty, the mightiest of the pure, 
who with his pierced hands has raised 
empires from their foundations, turned 
the stream of history from its old 
channels, and still continues to rule 
and guide the ages.” 

We live to-day on a continent which 
was not discovered until nearly fifteen 
centuries after Jesus was born. The 
American republic embraces the rich- 
est belt of this continent from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. We 
are a nation of 90,000,000 people. We 
command in a wonderful way the 
best appliances of civilization. Our 
land is the home of schools, of libraries, 
of a world-searching press, of vast in- 
dustries, of great inventions, of the 
sciences, and of art. The conditions of 
our American life are as absolutely dif- 
ferent from those which surrounded 
the life of Jesus as it is well possible 
for us to conceive. 

But, I ask, who in this new, this 


72 GODHOOD OF JESUS CHRIST 


great Western republic, and in this 
twentieth century—who more than 
any other, or all other characters put 
together, is influencing American 
thought? Who are our supremely 
great men? We think of Washington, 
the ‘“‘father of his country,’ the man 
of whom we fondly say, “He was 
first in war, first in peace, and first in 
the hearts of his countrymen.” We 
think of Lincoln, the saviour of his 
country, the great emancipator, peer 
among the greatest of mankind. We 
have consecrated the birthday of each 
of these heroes as a national holiday. 
We teach the lessons of their pa- 
triotic lives to the children at our 
hearthstones. But the question has 
but to be asked only forcibly to sug- 
gest that the names of Washington and 
Lincoln are, even in America, obscure 
names as compared with the name of 
Jesus Christ. 

This land is covered with a hundred 
thousand churches, all of them dedi- 
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cated to his worship. The first ob- 
jects that greet the morning sun are 
the church spires that sentinel our 
coast from Maine to Florida. And when 
this same sun sinks into the western 
seas its last rays kiss the church spires 
which still rise on our Pacific slopes. 
In the pulpits of these churches there 
are a hundred thousand men, and in 
their schoolrooms many millions of 
children. But the text-books of pul- 
pit and school are not the lives of 
Washington and Lincoln, but the four 
Gospels which tell the story of Christ. 
In unnumbered American homes there 
is maintained the spirit of a devout 
family religion,-but the worship, the 
prayers, and the praises of these homes 
do not ascend in the name of Wash- 
ington or of Lincoln, but in the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth. How is it that 
this Man of despised Galilee, this 
homeless wanderer of a far-gone age, 
this Man who was crucified and who 
was buried as a charity subject—how 
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is it that he has come across the ages 
and across the seas to be installed in 
supreme moral dominion in this latest 
and greatest of the world’s republics? 

The hypothesis that Jesus Christ is 
only a man utterly breaks down in the 
light of Christian history. This his- 
tory demands for its adequate cause 
nothing less than Divinity. The hu- 
manity of Jesus is not in denial; but 
if Jesus was the son of Mary, we must 
believe also that he was none less than 
the Son of God. 


2. ABIDING POWER OF CHRIST’S 
PERSONALITY 


There is one feature in the char- 
acter of Christ which should receive 
distinctive consideration, and that is 
the abiding power of his personality. 
In his life, construed simply as human, 
he has been absent from the touch and 
gaze of man for many centuries, but 
his personality was in the thought and 
affections of men never more a living 
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force, and his touch on the lives of 
individuals never more a vivid and 
conscious fact than to-day. In this 
quality the race presents no parallel 
personality. History has its great 
heroes, who have wielded mighty in- 
fluence, and who dead are still remem- 
bered and extolled as among the 
noblest and best. But when death 
has put an end to the activities of the 
greatest of the sons of men, their very 
names thereafter are little more than 
a memory. If in any measure they 
continue to influence posterity, it is 
because their wisdom and example have 
entered educationally into tradition or 
into the literary inheritance of those 
who come after them. Their influ- 
ence, however, is not felt to be that 
of living personalities. We consult 
Plato, Saint Paul, Shakespeare as 
teachers. We may be greatly charmed 
and captivated by the genius, wisdom, 
or moral force of their utterances, but 
we are not moved toward them; we 
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do not feel an affection for them, as 
for living men. It is not so with Jesus 
Christ. There is a sense in which we 
think of him as having passed away 
from earth, but to multitudes of men 
he is to-day the most alive, the most 
loving, and the nearest of friends. 
Among millions of men and women 
who now bear his name he is con- 
sciously the nearest and divinest of 
daily companions. There are living 
multitudes whose lives have been tor- 
tured by the guilt; the remorse, the 
hopelessness of sin, who through him 
have come to know a sweet sense of for- 
giveness, of healing, and of holy joy, and 
the consciousness of his companionship 
is the most priceless and glad expe- 
rience of their lives. He holds to 
himself with invincible loyalty a great 
kingdom of subjects scattered through- 
out all nations, and holds them by 
the sheer power of love. The bond 
by which he commands this loyalty is 
personal. Christ is not thought of as 
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a dead character, as one absent from 
time and earth, but as One present and 
alive forevermore. To deny this would 
be to impeach the united Christian 
testimony of the ages. In a sense 
which is not, and never was, true of 
any other man absent from the flesh 
Christ lives and reigns in the hearts 
of men. His Church, made up of im- 
perfect human beings, has fallen into 
many divisions, and had it not been 
for the vitalizing and unifying pres- 
ence of some divine power it would not 
have survived for a single century. 
But the one vitalizing and unifying 
force in all its life has been the abiding 
presence of Jesus Christ among all 
of its divisions. So strong in all ages 
has been the bond of Christ’s personal 
spirit in the Church universal that 
notwithstanding its unfortunate divi- 
sions the unity of its life has been 
mightier than all rending forces. All 
divisions of the Church that bear 
Christ’s name are farmore loyal to 
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the great and central motives of his 
kingdom than to all lesser and divisive 
agencies. And so the unity of all 
parts of the Christian Church through 
the power of Christ’s spirit remains 
always a fact far more potent than 
the combined forces which have 
wrought temporal and superficial di- 
visions in the outward organization of 
the Church itself. 

The virtue of Christ’s personality as 
that of no other historic character is 
open to the practical test of human 
experience. Christ presents himself as 
a Saviour from sin, and he promises to 
give divine pardon to those who be- 
lieve on his name, and to set upon 
their consciousness the seal of a new 
and joyful inheritance as the sons of 
God. If Christ were only a man, and 
sane, the audacity of this proposition 
would amount to immeasurable blas- 
phemy. But millions of men have 
accepted this proposition for its face 
value, and in so doing have been 
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translated into’a life of unspeakable 
blessedness. It is time that the value 
of Christian testimony in this loftiest 
region of experience should be fully 
recognized at the court of reason, A 
very large proportion of the most in- 
telligent, the purest, and the noblest 
among men, stand ready unequivocally 
to testify that in believing on Jesus 
Christ they have personally found for- 
giveness of sins, and in his fellowship 
have entered into the unspeakable 
joys of a new life. To ignore or to 
deny the fact of this great phenomenon 
in the spiritual experiences of man- 
kind is to make invalid human testi- 
mony on the very highest plane of its 
expression. Such denial is to commit 
the human reason itself to an asylum 
of incompetents. 

This very fact of Christ’s continued 
entrance into human consciousness 
with a divine power to forgive sins, 
and to inspire and to uplift the souls 
of men with the impulses and energies 
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for new and holy living, will continue 
irresistibly and increasingly to place 
in his hands the dominion of the 
world and the ages. He is a living 
personality. He dwells in the warm 
convictions and gratitude of human 
hearts. The credentials of his power 
are in lives that have been changed, 
transformed, beautified through per- 
sonal companionship with him. His 
sway is one of love, and no conspira- 
cies of hostile criticism will ever be 
able to dethrone him from the affeec- 
tions of mankind. His empire of 
souls will continually widen. 

The recognition of this unique, this 
unparalleled, quality of Jesus has 
forced itself irresistibly upon the con- 
victions even of those who have sought 
to destroy him. Renan closes his life 
of Jesus with these words: ‘‘Whatever 
may be the surprises of the future, 
Jesus will never be surpassed. His 
worship will grow young without ceas- 
ing; his legend will call forth tears 
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without end; his sufferings will melt 
the noblest hearts; all ages will pro- 
claim that among the sons of men 
there is none born greater than 
Jesus.” 

It was this winning, this irresistible 
quality which Napoleon, that great 
master of men, discerned in Jesus 
Christ. Speaking in comparison of 
some of the world’s great geniuses, he 
said: “I think I understand somewhat 
of human nature, and I tell you all 
these were men, and I am a man, but 
not one is like him; Jesus Christ was 
more than a man. Alexander, Cesar, 
Charlemagne, and I founded great em- 
pires; but upon what did the creations 
of genius depend? Upon force. Jesus 
alone founded his empire upon love, 
and to this very day millions would 
die for him.” 


3. DISCUSSION OF CHRIST’S CLAIMS 
Has Been Most SEARCHING 


The discussion of Christ and his 
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mission has not been of a neutral, of 
a one-sided character. It has been 
conducted from all sources and from 
all standpoints of view. While his 
admirers, worshipers, and defenders 
have been an ever-increasing host, the 
skeptic and the hostile student, armed 
with the keenest criticism, have 
wrought with all human skill to de- 
stroy his claims to divinity. Nothing 
is more interesting or more reassuring 
than to observe the final effect of all 
hostile criticism upon Christ’s historic 
standing. Men have arisen to fame 
because of their brilliant onsets against 
the divinity of his character. In re- 
cent times Straus, Bauer, Renan, and 
many others—a whole galaxy of bril- 
liant scholars—have elaborated theo- 
ries and special critical views, which . 
for the time have seemed to deal stag- 
gering, if not fatal, blows against the 
cherished views of Christianity con- 
cerning its Founder. 

For brief periods, here and there, 
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the destructive critic has seemed to 
hold his place strongly in the field. 
But in every case it has only required 
time for the Christian scholar to in- 
vestigate when the grounds have been 
cleared and the criticisms disarmed. 
It is interesting to review, as for 
instance, in Schweitzer’s masterly 
book, The Quest of the Historical 
Jesus, the statements and history of 
critical theories as applied to Christ._ 
Many of these aim to be destructive 
in character, some of them are ex- 
ceedingly clever in conception, some 
of them without doubt propose most 
difficult, if not insoluble, intellectual 
problems. The critical vision has in 
some cases discovered discrepancies in 
the gospel record which it is not easy 
_to harmonize, gaps in the history 
which our knowledge is unable to fill. 
But, as a whole, we turn aside wearily 
from the dissecting processes of the 
eritics. Many of them impress us as 
of the size of mere intellectual petti- 
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foggers, men who with officious egotism 
assume with their trifling creations to 
arrest the deep, irresistible, and ever- 
lasting movements of gospel history. 
They are like astronomers obsessed by a 
few spots on thesun, forgetting that the 
very world in which they dwell is 
made fruitful and beautiful by the 
prodigal outflow of the sun’s light 
and heat. 

Let the critics still struggle with 
their problems. ‘Some of them: have 
rendered great service to the cause of 
truth, and are worthy of lasting grati- 
tude from all who desire to be truth- 
guided. But whatever the critics may 
do, they cannot obstruct the triumphal 
progress of Jesus Christ. His place 
in history issecure. There isno human 
character which approaches him either 
in fame or influence. In moral excel- 
lence he eclipses all the saints, in 
wisdom all the philosophers. His 
spiritual empire in the world is with- 
out boundaries. 
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4. CONCLUSION 


A fact to be noted is that Christ has 
steadily outgrown the best concep- 
tions of his own followers.:. The 
Church is in possession to-day of a 
larger and richer Christ than was 
apprehended by the men of the New 
Testament. This is not because he 
was not just as divine then as now, 
but because a larger light rests upon 
his personality. Devout Christian 
thought has now a larger translation 
of his character than was even pos- 
sible to the apostolic age. This proc- 
ess will continue. The Christ of the 
thirtieth century will be a far richer 
revelation to the world than is the 
Christ of to-day. All this must be 
explained by the fact of a continuous 
growth of insight, of spiritual appre- 
hension in the life and mind of the 
Church. 

1The closing paragraphs of this essay are quite closely 


transferred from a recent book by the author—Modern 
Thought and Traditional Faith. 
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How is the advent of such a char- 
acter into history to be accounted for? 
There is no law of evolution that ex- 
plains him. If he were merely human, 
there should be some antecedent con- 
ditions which would unfold to us the 
secret of his unique and matchless 
character. These conditions do not 
exist. There appears but one true and 
sufficient explanation of Jesus Christ, 
and this is the one repeatedly set 
forth in the New Testament. He 
came forth direct from God. His 
genealogy is not to be sought in any 
philosophy of evolution. 

He prescribes the very law of evo- 
lution. In what may be called the 
evolution of human society the ideas 
that lead in the best social theories, 
and which have widest acceptance, are 
those which have sprung directly from 
Christ’s own uttered thought. Thus 
from the far-away days of his Judzean 
life he guides to-day the social evolution 
of the world. 
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He was not a child of evolution. 
He is the Lord of Life who himself has 
directed the very processes of evolu- 
tion. By the might of his own crea- 
tive word the worlds themselves were 
formed. No less a hypothesis is at all 
adequate to deal with his history. 
The critics fail to destroy him, or even 
to impair his influence; he transcends 
the best ideals of his own worshipers; 
his kingdom of truth steadily advances 
against all the powers of darkness, 
superstition, and error, and all this 
because he is the Divine Son whose 
mission it is to translate the world 
into God’s kingdom. His rule will not 
lessen, but, hke the stone in the 
prophet’s vision, it will grow till it 
shall fill the whole earth. 


“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does his successive journeys run; 
His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.” 


Wherefore God shall also highly exalt 
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him and give him a name which is 
above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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